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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 



H HE Pamphlet here translated for the benefit of 
the English reader at home and abroad, and 
also of the American, with whom we know, 
from intimate observation in America itself, rests so great 
a portion of the hope of a future far exceeding the moral 
and religious present of the Anglo-Saxon race, treats of 
a problem in which all are concerned. 

Here in Rome, at a superficial glance, the cause of the 
Church seems sinking. A monarchy of a few years 
standing has cast down the Papacy. Churches are 
demolished, convents despoiled, the sacraments are ad- 
ministered in well justified fear to the sick and dying. 
The heart is rent at the sight of the paralysis that seems 
to have come over all things holy. The bright gay 
world that has always so much to say for itself, that 
attracts all the lovers of pleasure, and especially the 
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young, is installed in the Holy City, and drowns with 
its mirth the chime of all the bells and the peal of all 
the organs. 

Where a king of the House of Savoy threw his crown 
aside, and entered as a novice the Society of Jesus, the 
descendant of that king occupies the Pope’s palace, and 
shows himself to a populace timidly assenting or timidly 
dissenting, and to the stern votaries of the sects who 
make of him their catspaw, as master of Rome. And 
thousands of voices answer, “We have no king but 
Caesar !” 

Yet this very monarch trembles. Each blow struck at 
the Church has rebounded upon the monarchy. Both 
institutions watch with keen anxiety the movements of 
Cosmopolitan sects that weigh heavily in the sinister side 
of the balance of the destinies of Europe. But whilst 
this anxiety is well justified on the part of either, one 
only knows fear, and that the younger, that has been 
pushed forward from North Italy by those very sects, 
that has been their abettor and rewarder, that has loaded 
with profitable honours the grey-headed opponent of 
monarchy, that has fostered, for the mere sake of its 
dissidence, every ecclesiastical abortion. 

The healthful and profitable union of Church and State 
has never been dissolved in any Christian community 
without making quiver the right of property to the founda- 
tion and shaking the monarch in his seat. 

A disputed succession, civil war, agrarian outrages, have 
ever followed upon a national surrender of belief. Various 
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causes may keep evils from completing their full cycle ; 
but the tendency is always and everywhere the same 
Class is set against class, because kings, usurping the 
Divine sceptre, claim too much, and the people, ration- 
alizing upon what appears merely human, obey too little. 

What is the fact with reference to the temporal dominion 
of the Roman Pontiffs ? 

The reply may be given in the words of an approved 
Roman theologian.* " The Italian populations nearest 
Rome, and the Romans themselves in the sixth and 
seventh centuries, seeing themselves abandoned by the 
weak emperors of Byzantium, and moreover persecuted 
for the Catholic faith, and exposed to the invasions of 
the barbarians, placed themselves by choice under the 
protection and guardianship of the Pontiffs. To this was 
added a special dealing of Divine Providence. Whilst 
the Roman Empire was dissolving, and every conqueror 
held his prey, it was convenient for the Roman Pontiff to 
be independent; otherwise, if he had been the subject of 
any prince, he would not have had the liberty necessary 
for the government of the whole Church scattered through- 
out so many kingdoms, empires, and principalities. He 
would, moreover, have excited the jealousy of other 
princes by his acts, especially if opposed to their interests, 
and who would, therefore, have believed that they ema- 
nated from the influence of the king whose subject the 
Pope chanced to be. Hence many sovereigns conceded 

* Perrone, u Catechismo intorno alia Chiesa Cattolica,” pp. 70, 71. 
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to the Popes ample territories snatched from the hands 
of barbarian usurpers, and joined together in forming 
from these a State for them of sufficient size to secure 
respect for the common Father, and not to awaken fear 
of another’s loss.” 

It appeared to us that a statement of this kind would 
be a useful help to the English reader of the following 
pamphlet Such an one is apt to suppose that the 
question of the Temporal Power rests upon the truth or 
error of the supposed Donation of Constantine, or, as 
befits the scion of a practical people, upon the material 
advantages or disadvantages to the people of Rome of 
the Papal sway. The former question may be left 
beneath the accumulated drift of ages. Shame were it if 
the Papal rule were not of benefit to the actual Roman 
population! But the question of Papal rule in Rome 
does not, as the following pages will amply show, rest 
here. 

The writer of these pages lays down all the conditions 
of the problem, and points to the channel through which 
the solution must come. This is all that it is incumbent 
upon him to perform. Conscience, diplomacy, and last, 
but not least, common sense, must do the actual work, 
and ease the Pope from a position which he has pro- 
nounced intolerable, without shattering what is the out- 
come of genuine national aspiration in the changed 
condition — external and internal — of Italy. 

Prudence, moderation, and tempered zeal, are the 
characteristics of what is here written, and these are 
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well fitted to commend themselves to our countrymen. 
May hereditary prejudice not blind their minds to plead- 
ings so well suited to their temper, when employed on 
behalf of the oldest existing sovereignty, of the prosperity 
of Italy, and of the much-threatened peace of Europe. 

It remains for the translator to acknowledge his obliga- 
tions to the Very Revd. the Prior of Douay, for the 
elucidation of difficulties in the original, the correction of 
errors in his translation, and for suggestions — not in- 
variably followed — in respect of phrase^ 

Rome , January 27 , 1882 . 
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$ I. 

THE TWO POWERS. 

H HE burning questions that are agitated in Europe, 
when well considered, all arise from the long- 
continued struggle between religious authority 
and the civil power. The social problem all turns upon 
this. Does there exist in the world a single power, or are 
there two powers ? If there is only one power, what is 
it ? Is it that of the Church or that of the State ? If 
there are two powers, which is supreme ? Is it that of 
the Church or that of the State ? 

This great question sprang up undoubtedly with Chris- 
tianity, or, to speak more accurately, with positive revealed 
religion. Human religions recognize only a single power 
— that of the sovereign. This was Caesar and the Pontifex 
Maximus. If they admitted any distinction between 
religious and civil authority, they invariably subordinated 
the former to the latter, and the will of the prince was 
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the ultima ratio . And what resulted in the case of human 
religions happens, and always will happen, also in the 
case of reformed Christian persuasions. The Czar of all 
the Russias is the religious head of the Greek schism, as 
the Queen of England is that of Anglicanism. In these 
modern religious systems there is no serious conflict 
between the two powers. The civil absorbs the religious ; 
the priest is the subject of the soldier, who cuts with the 
sword every knot, and makes an end to the dispute. 

In true — that is, in Catholic — Christianity, the distinc- 
tion between the two powers has been ever regarded as a 
dogma of faith, proclaimed by Christ himself when he 
declared to the Jews, who were subjects of the Roman em- 
pire, the very well known — “ Reddite ergo quce sunt Coesaris 
Ccesari \ et quce sunt P Dei Deo ” From those words can 
clearly be drawn the lesson that in the world there is 
Caesar and there is God. There are things pertaining to 
Caesar and things pertaining to God : men are bound to 
render unicuique suum. What relates to Caesar they 
should render to Caesar, and what relates to God they 
should render to God. 

And from this precisely the struggle between the two 
powers has its origin, or, to express it better, between the 
two persons that in Christendom are the individual 
personal incarnation of the two separate authorities. As 
men are in their individual personality naturally subject 
to the civil power with reference to their social and earthly 
end, and to religious authority with regard to their super- 
natural end, it frequently happens that the two powers, 
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having to operate upon one and the same subject person- 
ality, although under another aspect, find themselves in 
conflict one with another, with material and moral injuries 
that may well be conceived. Is it a wonder, then, that 
the multitude more or less ignorant of the essential 
bearings and rights of the two sovereignties, and deceived 
by the seductive teachings of an independent Caesarism, 
wherewith modern demagogues are wont constantly to 
furnish fresh fuel for the fire of the politico-religious 
struggle, become an easy prey and sport of the sworn 
enemies of the human race who have come to be desig- 
nated by the names of Radicals, Socialists, Communists, 
and Nihilists. 

These, availing themselves of the old conflict between 
the two authorities, both of which they equally abhor, 
and taking as their opportunity the actual discontent of 
the populations, proclaim the necessity of overthrowing 
the old social edifice, and with poignards, with bombs, 
with revolvers, with dynamite, are now carrying out the 
terrible decree, signed with blood in the depths of the 
caverns of the sects. And of these horrible consequences, 
only too logical, he is responsible who ignores 
the composite nature of humanity, granting equal 
rights to mind and to matter, to the spiritual equally 
with the civil power, to the Pope as much as to Caesar. 
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§ 2 . 

THE STRUGGLE IN ITALY. 

And this conflict burns especially in Italy, where, be- 
cause the Catholic principle rules amidst the people, the 
Divine existence of the authority of the Church is recog- 
nized, and where the State, although sustained by able 
managers of public affairs, has not yet succeeded in making 
itself idolized by the masses, and is therefore instinctively 
and by calculation hostile to the religious power, in all 
the various senses of it in civil society. 

The attentive observer of the rapid development of the 
revolutionary idea in Italy can very well determine its prin- 
cipal phases, and ascertain its ultimate design — namely, 
the complete absorption by the civil of the religious power. 
It began with disputing the right of the Church to form 
religious associations, under the pretext that they could 
have no legal existence except from the State, and the 
religious corporations were abolished. Then it passed to 
domestic society, and the State claimed for itself the right 
to constitute the family which was desecrated by the in- 
stitution of civil marriage. The Church was in possession 
of property, and the State by its asserted supremacy over 
everything visible and earthly, dispossessed it, and declared 
it incapable of possession. The Church had in Italy a 
temporal sovereignty of more than a thousand years re- 
cognized by all the sovereigns of the earth. Rome was 
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not only the capital of the Catholic world, but the capital 
besides of a State ruled by the Supreme Pontiff, who, there 
uniting in his person the two-fold authority of Priest and of 
King, gave an admirable concrete expression to the con- 
ception of the unity of Christian government. But the 
Revolution, which is nothing else than the permanent re- 
bellion of civil against religious authority, having adopted 
as a pretext the political unity of the Italian peoples, has 
absorbed in its vortex the small Pontifical sovereignty, and 
having installed itself in Rome, proclaimed its own superi- 
ority over ecclesiastical rights. And thus the Revolution 
thinks it has solved in Italy the arduous problem of the 
two powers. In truth it would have solved it for ever if 
right had been capable of being wounded by fact and if 
the history of political revolutions, even the most fortunate, 
had not demonstrated that sooner or later right has ever 
triumphed over fact. 

The conflict, then, between Church and State in Italy 
is at present arrived at this issue, that the Church is the 
subject of the State, and that the Pope is in the hands of 
Caesar. 

This is the fact, and much as the moderate politicians 
labour to make the imprisonment of the Pontiff pass for 
fictitious, it is undeniable that it is now eleven years that 
the Pope has been shut up in the Vatican, which he is 
unable to leave, even when dead, except amid the howls 
and blasphemous imprecations of the victorious Revolution. 

And here we ask with urgency of Liberals of good 
sense : Do you believe that the actual condition of the 
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Church irf Italy is normal ? Do you believe of a truth 
that the Pontiff Leo XIII., that his successor, that the 
successor of that successor, must remain perpetually in 
confinement at the Vatican ; that the Catholics of Italy, 
of Europe, of the world, will and must for ever remain 
silent ; that a day is not to come when the Bishop of 
Rome has to recover his full liberty and independence in 
sight of all the Catholics of the Universe ? 

We are not so silly as to believe that the Liberals do 
not understand that the Pope will, some time or other, 
recover his full liberty of action, and that the Church in 
Italy will return to be what it has ever been, the inspirer 
of Italian genius, the glorious and privileged See of the 
sovereign successor of St. Peter. Say what they will, 
the Italian Liberals, even if they affect not to believe in 
the creed, yet believe in history. And history is there to 
convince them that, be it Divine Providence, be it destiny, 
be it chance, or a combination of whatever kind, the old 
Pontiff ever returns. Boniface VIII., imprisoned at Anagni 
by Philippe le Bel, and there buffeted by Nogaret, was 
the first who encircled himself with the triple crown ; and 
if he descended to the tomb with a martyr’s resignation, 
his successor mounted the throne with the halo of a 
conqueror and as the arbiter of Europe. If it is said, in 
answer to this, that the Middle Ages are past and do not 
return, we reply that the Middle Ages, if by that title is 
meant the historical period of the supremacy of the 
Papacy, continued at least down to Napoleon the First 
and Pius the Seventh. If, in the beginning of the nine- 
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teenth century, the portentous events of the Middle Ages 
have been repeated, there is no reason to believe that 
these cannot also repeat themselves at the end of the same 
century, or in the next century. The tiara floats over the 
waves of time ; and the aged bark of St Peter yet trusts 
without fear the surges of the ocean, although furrowed 
everywhere by the formidable vessels of modem marine. 

Upon this point Catholics think the same as the 
Liberals. The Liberals know it (and it is very useless for 
them to play the part of ignoranti ) from history ; the 
Catholics from history and from faith. Both of them 
await events. 

But meanwhile the Italians should seriously consider 
the situation of the Pontiff, with which is connected, by a 
secret but most real tie, the very fate of their country ; 
neither, because the Church will inevitably win the social 
victory, should believers stand aloof from the struggle, as 
if their final victory must take place by the mere and 
immediate interposition of Divine Providence. The first 
cause does not exclude secondary and sub- alternate ones ; 
but, on the contrary, the action of Catholics is predestined 
by Providence to a perpetual concurrence in the most 
marvellous successes on behalf of the Church. 

But, before considering what has to be done in order to 
restore to the Pontiff the complete liberty secured to him, 
like a breastplate, by the temporal sovereignty of which 
he has been deprived, we must next examine attentively, 
and with the greatest possible calmness, the value of the 
rights in virtue whereof the Liberals of Italy have thou ht 
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they had power legally and justly to dethrone the most 
ancient and venerable sovereign upon earth. It is true 
that material force was not unconcerned in the spoliation 
of the Pope. The shells hurled by Cadorna and by Bixio 
were so effective that even after ten years their dreadful 
echo resounds through the world. But the use of mere 
force against a pre-existing and recognized right is a 
thing so monstrous and brutal that men have need, by 
respect, even though involuntary, for their natural reason, 
to invent there and then, in the common phrase, as ground 
for alleging it, some reason for its justification. The 
change of right, mutaverunt jus , the modern* right of 
Signor Minghetti, is a real necessity for him who, deter- 
mined at every cost to steal from and pillage another, is 
ashamed of throwing himself upon his prey with no other 
reason than that he feels himself the stronger. The 
Liberals have said Italy should be politically one; its 
capital should be Rome ; let, then, the renunciation of his 
State and of his own Rome be demanded of the Pope ; if 
he yield to the right of nationality, Italy will be peacefully 
constituted ; if the Pope refuse, we, strong in our right 
of national unity, will adopt force, and Rome shall be 
ours. 

And Rome became the capital of the Unitarian Liberal- 
ism of Italy. The Pope was unwilling and unable to 
recognize the new rights, and his conquerors being present 
and dominant in Rome, he was relegated to the Vatican, 
from which more than once he has protested in face of 
the world against the revolution that has invaded the 
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•patrimony of St Peter, declaring Himself the prisoner of 
the new comers. 

This is how things stand. We haVe two rights, ond 
pitched against the other — the right of the centralizing 
unity, and the right of the Church as sovereign : the rights 
of Caesar and the rights of the Pope : one afmed atnd the 
other unarmed : the one triumphant, and the othef 
oppressed. The Liberals maintain that the Church, and 
through her the Pope, has not at all a right to an earthly 
sovereignty. The Catholics maintain that the Liberals 
canriot have a right to a new political system in Italy, unless 
this is compatible with justice and with the pre-existing 
rights of the sovereign Pontiff in Rome. It is clear that 
until public opinion shall be illuminated, as it ought, with 
reference to the data of the great Question, the recent 
centralized arrangement in Italy Will be able to last 
indeed,, as an historical fact of some order, for a certain 
series of years;, but it can never have the sanction of 
public international right, until the theory of the juridical 
problem has been cleared up. 

§ 3 . 

tHE JURIDICAL SOLUTION, 

Will, then, the solution of such a problem be so difficult 
as to be considered scarcely worth our trouble to attempt 
it ? Let us consider it a little 

Let Italy, then, have a right to constitute itself politic 

€ 
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Liberalism, we are not responsible for it Woe to human 
society if logic can be dealt with at the Court of Assizes ! 
The conclusions of Euclid would no longer hold, nor the 
theorems of Archimedes and Pythagoras. 

In one event only will the Liberals of Italy be able to 
succeed in making good their asserted right to a united 
Italy with Rome for its capital, if they should succeed in 
the utter destruction of Catholicism ; and this is, in fact, 
the aim of the able and secret abettors of the Italian 
revolutionary party. If Catholicism were extinct — the 
only religion that professes, in theory and practice, the 
principle that it is needful to render obedience to God 
rather than to men — the liberty of the Church would be 
withered to the root. The Sovereign of Italy, or the 
President of an Italian republic, would be able, without 
contradiction on the part of any one, to entitle himself, as 
did the Pagan Caesars, or the Anglican and schismatic 
Caesars, Pontifex Maximus of the new religion of the 
Italians. But the Liberals may let us seriously doubt 
whether they can be so completely successful. Catholicism 
is the inmost life of the Italian : if it were not for the 
hypocrisy of incredulity, or, perchance, the calculated 
pretence of unbelief, which makes the number of mis- 
believers appear so great in our towns, we should be of 
opinion that of a thousand unbelieving Italians there is at 
least a good third who believe in God, in excommunica- 
tion, and the four last things of the Catholic Creed. 

With regard to the question of right, the thing may 
be considered as demonstrated ; and the Catholics cannot 
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fail to deplore that in Italy, the seat of juridical science, 
and the native country of the greatest jurisconsults in the 
world, there should yet be followers of the ancient 
doctrinal and political Ghibellinism, that after deny- 
ing the supremacy of the Papacy, make themselves at a 
cheap rate the vassals of a Pagan Caesarism. And here 
we may give free expression to a doubt of ours as to the 
Centralizing Constitution of Italy. 



$ 4 - 

A DOUBT. 

We are not so tenacious of antiquated ideas, as not 
to have felt for long the need of some change in the civil 
constitution of Italy. Whilst all the various races and 
nationalities were amalgamating to such a degree, and, 
thanks to the modem inventions of the railway and the tele- 
graph, had come to find mutual support in a formidable 
unity, it would have been folly to conceive a perpetual 
status quo in the peninsula. The Transalpine neighbours 
of Italy very well understood that the old policy of 
Richelieu and Mettemich had come to an end, and that 
Germany and Italy would be sooner or later constituted 
into nations, and would thus form an insurmountable 
barrier to their previous dreams of mutual conquest A 
united Italy in league with France would be a continual 
menace to Germany. A united Italy in league with 
Germany would be a danger for France. In a word 
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they foresaw that united Italy would be a great European 
power. Napoleon III. having descended into Italy 
and won the battle of Solferino, after the preliminaries 
of Villafranca, was settled the famous Treaty of Zurich, 
by means of which the Italian Confederation was formed 
with the Pontiff at its head, independent and sovereign 
over his own States. This Treaty led to reflection on 
the part of the politicians of Europe, who easily fore- 
saw what power and importance would be derived 
from it by the new Italy, which, with the Pope in its 
centre, would indeed become formidable to the old and 
traditional enemies of the peninsula. It was shortly 
after this that instead of the conception of a united 
Italy, was substituted by Piedmontese diplomacy that 
of Italy as a unit ; an absolutely fatal fancy, that first 
projected into Italy by Mazzini with the view of exter- 
minating together with the Pope all the monarchies of 
Italy, could not be maintained outside Italy except by 
some persistent opponent of the peoples of Italy, and of 
the Latin race that boasted of possessing in them its most 
illustrious progeny. In fact, collective Italy with Rome 
for . capital, having of necessity to reduce itself to the 
terrible alternative either of holding the Pope a prisoner 
in the Vatican, or of expelling him from Italy, with a 
.monarchy occupying in Rome the seat of more than 260 
Popes, with the immense majority of Italians stricken in 
the keenest of their affections, and of their religious and 
dynastic interests, with the Catholic world demanding the 
liberty of its head, could, it was easily understood, never 
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have any serious importance amid the European Powers, 
none of whom could ever form a sincere alliance with it, 
to avoid dealing with the Roman question, that always 
and everywhere, even amongst Protestant populations, can 
be readily reawakened in favour of the Pope. And such 
has been the result. The collective Italy has been con- 
stituted for eleven years. But for those eleven years it 
has found itself isolated. No Sovereign in Europe has 
come down to salute, to the face of the Pontiff, the 
Sovereign of Italy. To the hopes and tumults of the 
Italia irredenta, Austria has responded by the occupation 
of Bosnia and of Herzegovina, and by armaments in the 
Tyrol; to the management in Tunis replied the French 
invasion of the Coast of Africa ; to the disgraceful tumults of 
the 13th of July, and of the 7th of August, the dealings 
of Bismarck with the Vatican ; to the Committees and 
meetings against the guarantees and the first article of the 
Statute, the formidable awakening of action on the part 
of Catholics for the solution of the Roman question. 
Thus collective Italy finds itself constantly in the 
greatest danger of war on the part of whatever Power 
may choose some day to demand satisfaction of it in the 
name of the Catholics, or to reckon with it on the basis 
of the Convention of September, or of the Treaty of 
Zurich. 

When the Count de Cavour declared in the Subalpine 
Parliament that the star of Italy was Rome, the Count 
de Cavour, with all his diplomatic genius, deceived him- 
self Rather was he deceived . by those very foreigners 
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by whose aid he reckoned upon reaching Rome. If 
instead he had said that the star of Italy was the Pope, he 
would have made Teutonic Europe tremble before a truly 
Catholic coalition of France, Spain, and Italy confederated 
with the successor of Alexander III. The North would 
in vain have yearned after that supremacy over the Latin 
races that it gained by conquest on the field of Sedan, 
precisely owing to consolidated Italy having been paralyzed 
by fear of being, before it was organized, entirely crushed 
by Germany, if it took steps for the assistance of France. * 
And here is where the conflict between the two powers, 
together with the superiority of the civil over the religious, 
has up to the present time resulted entirely to the loss of 
Italy; that may at choice amuse itself with provincial 
and national exhibitions, with scholastic, geographical, and 
socialistic congresses, with yisits to Vienna, to the Af* 
fondatore and the Duilio , with meetings, conferences, 
parliaments. The while it is a fact that it finds itself 
completely isolated in Europe, not only from the w r ant 
of men who are really politicians, but through the radical 
vice that corrupts its most intimate constitution. But if 
to its financial and military difficulties were added the 
departure of the Pope from Rome, we do not indeed know 
who would desire to think of it. It would quickly become 
a second Poland ; first, torn by various parties that 
would endeavour to obtain power over it, and then be- 
mangled by the neighbouring nations. This has been 
sufficiently proved by the moderate Liberals, who, because 
pf their craftiness, are terrified at the mere thought of the. 
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Pope one day leaving the Vatican, and depriving then* 
of the indirect assistance which, although a prisoner, he 
renders the present Government by the veneration due to 
his person, and by the guard of honour which, as a true 
and inviolable sovereign, all Europe accords him in the 
Vatican, The shadow of the Pope, as aforetime that of 
Peter, is health-giving to Italy. Catholic Italians should 
labour for the safety and dignity of their country, so that 
the Pope should once more issue from the Vatican, by the 
action of the Italians themselves- 



§ 5 - 

A calumny. 

But for that to happen, and to happen at an early 
date, there is need to prepare the minds of the Italians. 
The revolution has attained its end, fondly anticipated 
by Mazzini and Cavour, because for a long time it had 
been sowing subversive ideas in the minds of the people, 
and exciting them to enthusiasm with infinite promises 
of progress and social prosperity, constantly representing 
to them the Papacy as the most embittered enemy of the 
well-being of Italy. The revolution has been able to 
bring its Penates to Rome, because it has distinctly 
announced its will to go there, and its right to go there. 
The people, who like so much neat discourses and 
definite schemes, have allowed themselves to be taken 
in by cunning insinuations, and, will they, nill th ey t 
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there is the revolution at Monte-Citorio to give laws to 
the Pope and to the Church. Now, why should the 
Italian Catholics not choose to act towards the Pontiff as 
the Liberals have done towards legal Italy ? 

It would be sufficient for the populations to allow 
themselves to be guided by their own Catholic convic- 
tions, and to assert these with true civil courage, and to 
proclaim the Pontificate the fairest glory of Italy, the un- 
exhausted source of the envied artistic, literary, and 
scientific wealth of the peninsula, the sacred and invulner- 
able bulwark of our independence, without which Italy 
not only could not have been able to sustain the assault 
of the barbarians, but would have become the ready and 
easily devoured prey of the German conquerors of the 
Middle Ages. 

The history of Italy, when carefully read, is the fairest 
defence of the Papacy. The splendid pages in which 
are narrated the struggles of the Popes with the Emperors, 
the battles of Legnano and of Lepanto, and so onward 
down to the glorious opposition offered by Pius VI. and 
Pius VII., are the true glories of the Roman Pontificate, 
which, although by its nature related to the universal 
Church, has never failed to protect and to benefit the seat 
assigned to it by Providence. There is fine opportunity 
for scolding at this or that Pontiff who has summoned 
foreigners into Italy. The Popes have been men of their 
times. He excites compassion on his own account who 
pretends to judge past ages from the platform of 
modern politics. When all Europe was Christian, to- 
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gether with the Pope, and subtle distinctions of race had 
not yet been set up, and much less had the geographical 
confines been rigorously defined within which nations were 
to find their standing ground, all the Christian peoples 
were in solidarity one with another, and the Pontiff who 
invoked the assistance of this or that people was, as it were, 
a father who summoned these or those of his numerous 
children to chastise the insolence of certain others. How- 
ever much one interrogates the history of Italy, not a foot 
of this classic land will be found to have ever been yielded 
by the Popes to the foreigner ; nay, when fugitives and 
exiles in France, they united to their Italian sovereignty 
the County of Avignon, over which they exercised kingly 
power down to the French Revolution. The cry of fuora 
i barbari came from a Pontiff, Julius II. ; and the kingdom 
of the Popes, placed in the fair centre of Italy, like a bar 
between two seas, has more than once broken the waves 
that were bursting through the peninsula. With the 
safety of Rome, Italy was secure and safe in its historical 
capital, so that if the French, the Spaniards, the Germans 
exercised the rights of masters several times in the 
provinces of Upper or Lower Italy, they had yet, despite 
of themselves, to draw up before the Rome of the Popes, 
who, in preserving the liberty of the Church, saved Italy 
from complete conquest. 

The history called Magistra vita should open the eyes 
of many modern Italians who, seeing themselves free and 
independent of foreigners, are ready to ascribe this to 
their personal merits. As if the battles of Magenta and 
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Solferino, not to say of Custozza and Lissa, had been the 
cause of recent good fortune, and not rather (so far as 
there has been anything glorious and of good repute in 
the doings of Italy in our days), Italian genius kept alive 
in the course of so many centuries by the paternal care of 
the Popes. We should wish Italians to be more mindful 
of their benefactors and patrons, and that they should 
finish once for all with crooning over the eternal refrain of 
the Papacy as the enemy of Italy. The Germans at the 
close of nineteen centuries have erected a monument to 
Arminius, who once, and by treachery, succeeded in 
slaughtering the legions of Varus at the passes of Teut- 
berga. And certain Italians are not ashamed to cast dirt 
with both hands at the venerable image of the Popes, who, 
to say nothing else, in the midst of the political chaos of the 
Middle Ages, made the Germans and French oftentimes feel 
that Italian valour had not died with the Roman Empire ! 

It is a calumny that one who loves the Pope hates 
Italy ; when on the contrary one who truly loves the 
Pope loves Ita!y with a strong affection, the Italy whose 
poets were Dante and Tasso, the singers of the heavenly 
and earthly Jerusalem ; whose painters, sculptors, and 
architects were Raffaelle, Michelangelo, and Bramante, 1 
openly Catholics ; whose theologians were Thomas 
Aquinas and Bonaventure of Bagnorea ; whose legal 
authorities were Bartolo and Baldo, admirers of the 
canonical jurisprudence of the Church ; whose men of 
natural science were Galvani, Volta, Secchi, all of them 
Catholics -and fervent Christians, full of veneration and 
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affection for the Pope. Time will come for history to 
register in its archives in addition to these, the names of 
the great literary men, the scientists, and the artists who 
held the Pope in odium. There shall we read these great 
names ; and when unbelief and hatred for the . Pontiff 
shall have given as their products to Italy another Dante; 
another Copernicus, another Giovanni of Fiesole, another 
Bandinelli, another Marc* Antonio Colonna, then shall we 
be persuaded and convinced that the man who hates the 
Pope is the lover of Italy. 



§ 6 . 

VARIOUS SCHEMES. 

But in order that public opinion in favour of the Pope 
may descend to the level of facts, it is not only necessary, 
that, as we said, should be proclaimed aloud and with 
social courage, the conceptions of him that are allied to 
the general history of Italy, but that these must determine 
the practical way of giving occasion for his triumph by 
putting an end once for all to the struggle that has for so 
many years been of ill omen to Italy. And here, to 
gather up the threads of our discourse, we cannot refrain 
from passing in review the various schemes conceived by 
the supporters of the two contending parties to arrive 
some time or other at a modus viveftdi between the Papacy 
and Italy. 

The moderate Liberals, to put an end to the conflict 
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propose to the Pope the acceptance, pure and simple, of 
accomplished facts, comprising the renunciation of that 
temporal power which, according to their theory, has been 
and is the one apple of discord between Italy and the 
Papacy. The radical Liberals would wish to see decreed 
by a Republican assembly the absolute abolition of the 
Papacy even as a religious institution. The legalist 
Liberals were in love with a middle term that consisted in 
the recognition in the Pope of a nominal sovereignty, 
guaranteed by suitable laws, in virtue of which they 
declared the Pope, no longer sovereign in fact, completely 
free in all that regards his spiritual authority. 

The Catholics also are divided into three classes with 
reference to the present question, notwithstanding their 
unanimity in their desire to see vindicated to the Pontiff 
the fulness of political liberty as a pledge of religious 
freedom. Some of them, whom I may be allowed to call 
the impatient , would have a miracle in the clouds like the 
Angel in the case of Sennacherib, or a foreign army, to 
deliver the Pope from revolutionary bondage. Others who 
call themselves conciliator i, and are scarcely distinguish- 
able from the moderate Liberals, would have the Pope 
reconcile himself to Italy, allow and even forthwith enjoin 
upon the Catholics their taking their seats in Parliament, 
and there, after voting the order of the day as to the tem- 
poral sovereignty, do their best to preserve and increase 
the little good that it has been hitherto possible to save 
from the jaws of the revolution. Finally, a very large 
number would desire the Government itself, by one of 
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those aets that — saving nations from external and internal 
perils — highly exalt them in the view of contemporaries 
and of the future, to form the resolution of putting at the 
disposition of the Pope that whereof he was wrongfully 
despoiled, leaving him to define the nature and amount 
of his political independence, with the certainty that the 
Pontiff would desire and know hotor to reckon with the 
altered conditions of the times. These Catholics we may 
designate by the name of reconcilers. 

§ 7 - 

THE MODERATES. 

And first let us examine the opinions of the Liberals : 
we shall afterwards examine those of the Catholics. 

The moderate Liberals ask of the Pope his acceptance 
of accomplished facts, and the renunciation of the tem- 
poral power. But this is an absolute impossibility. The 
Pope is not the creator of new rights. He is the faithful 
guardian and the infallible interpreter of the natural, 
divine, and ecclesiastical law : whence the acceptance of 
accomplished facts, for the sole reason that they are 
accomplished, would be to sanction a new principle of 
right, namely, that an act, precisely because it has been 
done, can and ought to be recognized to have been well 
done. Either the Pope by accepting accomplished facts 
would acknowledge them as well done, and then he would 
flatly contradict the civil, canonical, and international 
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rights that have hitherto regulated the civilized world ; or 
he would recognize them as ill done, which would be 
equivalent to a condemnation, It is perfectly clear that 
a government subjected to the judgment of the Pope, 
who had declared it unjust and usurping, could never 
reconcile itself with him. The renunciation, whether 
explicitly or implicitly, on the part of the Pope, of the 
temporal power, is moreover impossible. The Pope and 
the Chutch have declared many times the temporal power 
to be of the utmost use as well as necessity, in the present 
condition of the world, to the spiritual rule* It is indeed 
beyond possibility of conception how the Pope, because 
he has actually been deprived of the temporal power, has 
moreover to renounce his rights for the convenience of 
the! despdilers ; and thus give the lie to himself and to the 
Church, for whose liberty he has again and again sworn 
to give his blood and his life* 



$ 8 * 

fHE RADICALS* 

The Liberal radicals desire to abolish the Papacy, both 
spiritual and temporal* Well, in a certain book that they 
make a pretence of not knowing, it is written * non pfoe * 
valebunt and these two well-known and terrible words 
have not yet been falsified, and it is now two thousand 
years since they were uttered* Yet again, let them 
proceed further. In the case when two persons engage 
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in conflict, of whom one is indestructible and the other is 
not so, we can well understand the issue of that conflict 
If the radicals believed that the Church had become weak, 
they might avail themselves of the proofs furnished by 
Diocletian and Julian the Apostate. We here should 
confine ourselves to assuring them, with a certainty more 
than mathematical, that the Church, the immortal Church 
of Rome, will see them all buried one after the other. 



§ 9. 

THE LEGALISTS. 

The Liberal legalists claim that the law ofthe guarantees 
has power to preserve most excellently the liberty of the 
Pope, and render it compatible with the new settlement of 
Italy. In sooth since the events of the 13th of July and 
the 7th of August in Rome, we know not how any serious 
politician can any longer have the hardihood to invoke 
Bonghi’s guarantees as security for the peace between 
Church and State. The guarantees guarantee nothing. 
The guarantees were given the Pope by the Government 
that had previously been able not to give them, and, when 
they had been given, could always withdraw them at its 
own discretion ; which is sufficient to let every one under- 
stand that the Pope has acted for the best in not coming 
to an understanding with regard to them. Liberty con- 
sists in free agency ; Liber est qui sui causa est. Precarious 
liberty is not liberty, precisely beca se it is precarious 
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True liberty should be unconditional, absolute, and per- 
manent in its nature. The Pope under the guarantees is 
a subject Pope, the greatest favour 'to whom is to allow 
him to do anything. The free Pope is one who by him- 
self, motu proprio, independently of each and all, provides 
for the benefit of the universal Church. The liberty of 
the Pope should be like the truth of the first principles of 
reason, that not only are of necessity true, but must 
necessarily be recognized as such because true. Thus the 
Pope should not only be free, but should be acknowledged 
to be free by all, and seem free in the sight of all; because 
it is the common right that the supreme governor of 
consciences should not be hindered, and it is the interest 
of all that he should not be clogged by any application of 
force in the exercise of his sublime ministry. And a 
Pope under guarantees is not only not free, not only does 
not appear free, but is subject, and that avowedly, as he 
is in fact, as the subject of the identical power that guar- 
antees him ; since it is impossible to be guaranteed save 
by an authority superior to that guaranteed. The Liberals 
say that the Catholic Church has served its time. So 
much the better! It has lasted well-nigh twenty centuries! 
But their guarantees have not lasted even ten years, 
masking, by a shameful pretence of liberty, the real sub- 
jection of the Pontiff. 
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§ io. 

THE IMPATIENT. 

Let us now examine the various opinions of Catholics 
as to the means of establishing a fresh peace between the 
Pope and Italy. 

That the impatient (suppose for a moment the ex- 
istence of some Catholic of such a kind) should expect 
from day to day a miracle from the skies, or an army 
from beyond the Alps, is a matter of taste. They are 
most welcome to fool themselves to the top of their bent. 
We, however, do not share their opinion upon this point. 
Nay, with regard to miracles, we may observe that since 
the properly so-called theocratic government of the 
Hebrew race, history relates no more prodigies on this 
head (with perchance some very few exceptions) wrought 
immediately by God for the adjustment of political society. 
The providence of God rules wisely secondary, free and 
necessary, causes, and permitting the ordinary and natural 
to pursue their course, throws off as it were naturally the 
slough of the most difficult social problems, without need 
of intervening in an extraordinary and visible manner in 
the affairs of men. Thus do those who, standing idle, 
confidently expect an exterminating angel of the enemies 
of God to draw on a sudden his sword on their behoof, 
were they not in perfect good faith, deserve to be reckoned, 
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against their will, amongst those who do not fear to tempt 
God. 

Next, as to a foreign army, we shall say a few words, 
few and frank. We greatly fear that the blunders of all 
sorts committed by our rulers and politicians, from the 
breach of the Porta Pia down to the 13th of July of 
the present year,* have made us scent the powder of Ger- 
man or French cannon. But if any Catholic desired war 
for the peace of the Church in Italy, such an one must 
only be under a delusion, since a permanent foreign army 
in Italy is no longer admissible under the political inter- 
national system of Europe, actually sanctioned by treaties ; 
and a foreign army that, after restoring the Pontifical 
dominion, should forthwith leave Italy, would make us 
immediately return to the horrible times of the latent 
revolution. 



$ II- 

THE CON CILIATORI. 

Let us now examine the theory of the Conciliatori, 
which can, from the various lucubrations of the Rev. Curci, 
the Ragione delF Opera, the Moderno Dissidio, the Nuova 
Italia, be summed up under the four following heads : 
First, that the fall of the temporal sovereignty is a thing 
willed and directed by Providence; Second, that the 

actual Italian Government is normal, and has in itself the 

* 1881. 
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principles of stability; Third, that the Catholics should 
abandon all expectation of a return of the past ; Fourth, 
that the Church should enter upon terms of amity with 
the new Italy, by making a formal recognition of the 
government, and renouncing for ever the temporal 
dominion as no longer in keeping with the modern aspi- 
ration^ of the people. Hence it may be seen that the 
whole system of the Conciliatori called Catholics, in 
contradistinction from that of the Conciliatori who openly 
profess themselves Liberals, is based upon what they 
assume to be the will of God, manifesting itself in the 
providential settlement of the new Italy, since the second, 
third, and fourth propositions are only logical consequences 
of the first. If God has indeed positively decreed the 
fall of the temporal sovereignty, it thence follows that 
He has moreover willed Rome to be the capital of Italy ; 
hence that Catholics would in vain expect a return to the 
past, and the Church should adjust itself by love or force 
to the new political order decreed by Providence in Italy. 
But who told Curci that God has decreed the dethroniza- 
tion of the Pope by the new Italy ? If Curci had pleaded 
a particular revelation upon this point, we should not 
believe him ; although with his most heated assertions he 
attaches himself as secretary to Providence. Hence 
he could only arrive at such an assertion by means of 
historical intuition, in which faculty he does not hesitate 
to put himself on a line with Vico, with Bossuet, and 
with St. Augustine. We therefore, with all respect to 
the victorious opponent of Gioberti, must say frankly 
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that Curd’s philosophical history upon the Roman 
question is nothing else than a view adopted d priori. 
For in truth we cannot understand how Curci, a writer 
upon divinity and philosophy, an interpreter of sacred 
Scripture, founder of the Civiltd Cattolica and of the Voce 
della Veritd, should with the advance of years have so 
declined in science as not to recollect the very well- 
known distinction drawn between the two acts of the will 
of God commanding and the will of God permitting. The 
supreme Ruler often allows evil, because He knows and 
desires to draw good from it by positive and absolute will. 
Curci should not have reasoned thus : Italy is established 
with Rome as its capital ; therefore God has absolutely 
decreed this. He ought instead to have syllogized thus : 
Italy would not be established with Rome as its capital 
if God did not permit or decree it. But Italy is so estab- 
lished. Therefore God has permitted or willed it. He 
has permitted it if it is an evil, He has willed it if it is 
good. And here he should have investigated, by the 
light of the unalterable principles of right, the morality of 
the ends aimed at and the means employed by the 
builders of the new edifice of Italian politics. And he 
would not have been slow in acknowledging to himself 
that the ultimate object of the Cosmopolitan sects in 
taking Rome from the Pope was and is that of giving a 
mortal blow to Catholicism, as also to all Christianity 
which finds its centre in the Roman Pontificate ; since 
when the Pope-King had been taken from the midst, 
it would be possible in brief time to depose all other kings 
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likewise, who by the confession of Mazzini have in the 
Pope their most secure foundation ; and upon the ruins of 
Christian and monarchical power would be planted the 
new society sine Deo and sine rege , atheistic and anarchical 
at the same time. In fine, the means adopted by the 
Revolution to gain such ends are so well known, that it* is 
wonderful how the ascetic moralist and publicist Curci 
should not have the ghost of an idea of it, and that he 
should have only words of praise for the illustrious authors 
of contemporaiy miseries. And, however much the 
Coiyphsei of the Italian revolution have themselves 
confessed that the new policy has done, it has been 
obliged to cast moral considerations to the winds. The 
balossade of Count Cavour are now historical, as are the 
ingenuous, or I might rather say cynical, revelations of 
Nicomede Bianchi and of La Farina. Curci alone is 
ignorant, or makes a show of being ignorant, of them : as 
if the renowned Father Curci, with his articles in the Civiltd 
Cattolica, and with his conferences, had not acquainted 
us with his intimate knowledge of the entire history, how- 
ever secret, of the period of the revolution in Italy. 
If then the new Italy, with reference to its final end and 
the methods employed to secure it, had to prescind from 
morality and pre-existing right, and to create empirically 
the so-called modern right, it is clear that it cannot have 
been permitted by God, if not for some very lofty end ; and, 
this obtained, the re-establishment of the independence of 
the Pope will be the necessary and visible consequence of 
a new and more splendid glorification of the Church. It 
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is related that King Philip of Macedon passed judgment 
correctly for his subjects in the morning, but that after 
dinner he was guilty of acts of injustice, and that from 
this it occurred that a culprit appealed from Philip 
drunk to Philip sober. So on the important question of 
the Pope we here appeal, against the course of time, from 
the aged Curci to Curd when he was young, from the Abb6 
to the Jesuit Curci, from the admirer of Bonghi to the 
confuter of Gioberti. So that without troubling ourselves 
with the obstacles ( offendicoli ) he discovered in the Syllabus 
and in the dogma of Infallibility, and still less with his 
not over-modest biography that he inserts as an inter- 
lude in the great political and religious questions agitated 
in Italy, let us confine ourselves to recognizing in his last 
book, La Nuova Italia e i vecchi Zelanti , the coup de 
gr&ce of the Conciliatory nothing else than one of those 
providential allowances of God whereby men gain an ever 
better apprehension of the truth of that saying, ante 
mortem ne laudes quemquam / 



$ 12 . 

THE RECONCILERS. 

Conciliation then is impossible. Let us see whether 
reconciliation is possible. 

That the reconcilement of States with the Church is 
possible is apparent from the evidence of fact. Ecclesi- 
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astical annals relate in all ages the contests of States with 
the Church, and the agreements that followed of the latter 
with the former by means of concordats ; or, in other words, 
public treaties whereby the Sovereign and the Pope 
amicably agreed, in behalf of public peace, to prescribe 
the limits of the two contracting powers, conceding on 
either hand whatever State reasons or those of the Church 
permitted them to yield. The Concordat of the First 
Consul with Pius VII. is still the foundation of the re- 
lations of Church and State in France ; and although re- 
volutionary fury has been aglow there for more than a 
century, the State has nevertheless believed it neither 
necessary, useful, nor opportune to make a diplomatic 
separation from the Church ; and this through respect for 
the immense Catholic majority of the countty. 

But, it may be asked, will a Concordat between the 
new Italy and the Roman Church be possible ? 

The kingdom of Italy, as a new power in Europe, is 
under the necessity of forming alliances, to relieve itself 
from the state of isolation in which, since the date of the 
so-called epic of its liberation, it finds itself, not so much 
through the inexperience of its ministers as through the 
embarrassment due to the imprisonment of the Pope in 
the Vatican. It is clear, as we have above suggested, that 
no Power can ever ally itself with Italy without a well- 
founded fear of seriously disgusting its own Catholic 
majority or minority. Thus Italy, if it may, under one 
aspect, call itself the gaoler of the Pope, under another 
can, with full truth, be called the prisoner of the Pope, and 



Digitized by kjOOQle 




— 42 — 

is as such hindered in the development of its political and 
national organization. And Italy understands exceedingly 
well the reason of its isolation, and must, sooner or later, 
seriously consider how to free itself from the serious danger 
of an irreparable defeat that threatens it from this isola- 
tion. As, if the guarantees fail, the liberty of the Pope 
cannot be otherwise secured to the Catholic world than 
by restoring to him the sceptre, Italy, from reasons of 
State, from Italian public conscience, from European 
pressure, from the weariness and discontent of its popula- 
tions, likewise from the instinct of self-preservation, will be 
compelled to seek for itself a less dangerous capital, and 
to initiate at the same time arrangements for a modus 
vivendi with the Holy See. 

And thus the reconciliation between the Pope and Italy 
will take place without shock, without the intervention of 
foreign armies, without violence of any kind ; and Italy, 
that, like a river suddenly swollen by rain, bursting its 
banks, has also flooded Rome, exactly like a river that, 
little by little, returns to its bed, would prudently with- 
draw itself from the fatal Rome, where the old Pontiff, 
venerated by the world as free and independent head of 
two hundred million Catholics, will admirably fulfil, to 
the infinite honour and advantage of the Italian nation, 
the historical Guelfic part assigned him in the epoch of 
the Communes, “ Pope Sovereign in independent Italy.” 

These thoughts will be accused of Utopianism ; the 
Liberals will laugh at them to the utmost, and shout to 
the four winds that Rome will for ever be the capital of 
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the kingdom of Italy. The Liberals now-a-days may 
laugh as they like. The true patriots of the morrow will 
understand that there is no safety for Italy save through 
the Pope and by the Pope and with the Pope, and 
guided by good sense, that may be darkened in Italy, but 
not put out, will extend their hand to the Pontiff, who 
will affectionately embrace Italy, his daughter of predilec- 
tion, and, in what is now the not far distant restoration 
of Catholic Europe, make her sit again as a queen amid 
her sister nations. 



§ 13. 

LEO XIII. 

And the Pope engaged in the reconciliation will be, we 
trust ardently, Leo XIII. Most gentle and prudent as 
he is, a profound student of the history of the Church and 
of Italy, a most expert diplomat, acquainted with all the 
needs, the mistakes, and the faults of modern society, he 
will never require to be asked for pardon and assistance, 
ere he will unite himself, like the first Leo, in arresting 
the invading torrent of popular anarchy, and without 
causing a drop of blood to be shed, preserve for Italy its 
dignity as a nation and as the inviolable seat of the 
Papacy. 

After three years of a splendid Pontificate, we are in a 
position to draw the principal lines of the grand programme 
that Pope Leo has undertaken to carry out From the 
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lofty summit of the throne of St. Peter, he has seen that 
society, under its social aspect, has endeavoured with all 
its might to withdraw itself from the healthful influence of 
the Church, by repudiating its teaching, and assaulting the 
supremacy that God and the course of ages have assured 
it of. He has known that a great number of minds were 
seduced by a false philosophy that, forming itself upon 
the Protestant theory of free examination, after having 
shaken the foundations of the principal axioms of physi- 
ology, morals, and politics, cast itself into the boundless 
sea of pantheism and scepticism. He has known the 
confusion of ideas in all that relates to the origin of public 
authority, and to its exercise. He has found Catholic 
nations the prey of social revolution. He has found 
Protestants warmed for their ancient conflict with the 
Church ; the peoples enfeebled by the madness of sensual 
enjoyment ; the princes deceived and deceivers. The 
Pontiff has seen all this, and without troubling himself for 
an instant, in the tranquillity of his lofty mind, both 
sovereign and regulative, set himself to prepare the * 
suitable remedies for diseased society, not so much to heal 
its wounds as to supply it with fresh blood, and make it 
live again with a more abundant life. He has advanced 
education by re-establishing it upon the basis of religion, 
without which education perverts without educating. 
He has made Christian philosophy shine again with 
splendour before the world, by inviting the learned to an 
unwearied study of the works of the greatest of Catholic 
and Italian philosophers, St. Thomas of Aquin. Under the 
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guidance of this sun of intelligence, he has loftily asserted 
the Divine origin of right, and, without a premature 
declaration on behalf of this or that form of government, 
declared the inviolability of social authority ; and, incul- 
cating obedience upon the subjects of kings and re- 
publics, enjoined upon kings and republics respect and 
obedience to the laws of God and of the Church. And 
in all his admirable allocutions there is never a bitter 
word, never an accent likely to wound ; in a word, he 
would bring back society to the Church ; he desires the 
Church to be in reality a mother, and act like a mother 
to enfeebled society, and have universal recognition as 
the mother and mistress of civilization. 

The eminently pacific and conciliatory bearing of Pope 
Leo XIII. cannot fail to make the more sensible of the 
Liberals consider whether it would not be better to 
reconcile themselves with the Pontiff than to continue in 
a struggle of evident loss to Italy. Public opinion is 
beginning to determine in this sense ; and the very men 
engaged in the Government, sensible of their powerlessness 
in the encounter with the growing radicalism, endeavour 
to make us believe that they respect the Pontiff, by pro- 
hibiting the noisy and undignified demonstrations of the 
20th of September. If with their political tact they 
have found the necessity of proceeding more cautiously, 
this is an evident sign that the people in Italy have 
begun to undeceive themselves, and that they would 
salute with joy the much longed for day of the reconcilia- 
tion of the State with the Church. 
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And the whole Italian Clergy answer Leo XIII. to the 
echo. The ecclesiastics of Italy, faithful to the Divine pre- 
cept of respect for authority, whatever be the arm — in the 
course of human vicissitudes — that wields it, have never 
failed to repress, to the utmost of their power, popular tur- 
bulence and discontent, taking refuge in resignation and in 
patient waiting for better times. The Italian episcopate, 
prudent, wise, and moderate, although reduced by the ex- 
isting laws in every way to a most wretched condition, has 
given the world a most beautiful example of energy united 
to extreme prudential reserve. Thus this very Government 
can find in it the most authoritative and powerful auxiliary 
in the restoration of public order threatened or disturbed 
by anarchists. 



§ 15 - 

PEACE IN ITALY. 

On the part of the Church, then, reconciliation is not 
only possible but most probable. We take it as a token 
for the true benefit of Italy that men actually or presently 
about to be its rulers know how to avail themselves of the 
opportunity. Whatever may be the subsequent course of 
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events, it will assuredly not be the fault of the clergy if 
peace is not re-established between Church and State. 

The clergy and Catholic people have the right to see 
the liberty taken from the Pontiff restored to him. The 
most wise and prudent Leo. XIII. loves the Church and 
loves Italy, and, in his sovereignly directive mind, will 
know how to find a way of reconciling, according to their 
appropriate requirements, the two most powerful and 
lofty affections of every good Italian, the love of Church 
and the love of country. 

Let Italy reconcile itself with the Pontiff. The free 
Pope in a free Italy will be the most inviolable guarantee 
of independence from the foreigner, who will never again 
be able to trample upon the peninsula we love for any 
reasons or pretext connected with the Pope. 
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